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Late Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, concerning 
the Natural Mortality of the Soul, are 
—— d. 


| Jonn V. 28, . 
The Hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves ſhall bear his voice, And ſhall come forth, 
they that bave done good unto the reſurrection of 
life ; and they that have done evil, unto the reſur- 
rection of damnation. 
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The PREFACE. (00 


any Production of mine to the publick, and eſpecially 


T HO it is not without ſome reluBancy that I give up 


in the Controverſial way, yet I am oblig'd at preſent 


| to ſacrifice all ſeruples of that nature to the 7 regard I owe 


my ſelf, as well at the Cauſe I have undertaken. 
To be plain with the Reader, the publication of this Diſcourſe 


' has been extorted from me by the repeated Menaces of an An- 
wer to it.; the greater part of it having been ſandy ſubmit- 
the 


ted, in a private Conference to the Examination o 


Learn- 
ed Gentleman whoſe Notion is here oppos'd. The ill-natur d 
turn, that has been given by ſome Perfons to my want of In- 


clination to contribute to the numerous Writings of the Age, 


has at laſt prevail'd with me to do my ſelf. the Fuſtice of 22 
ing to the World, by committing to the Preſs what was only 
fign'd for the Pulpit. has nn 
And as upon a Review if this Diſcourſe, I am not Conſcious 
to my ſelf that any part of it is incapable of a fair Vindication 
fo by God's Aſſiſtance I will never deſert ſo noble and important 
4 Truth as is here maintain d. Since whatever Deference I 
may pay to the great Learning of my Adverſary, I ſhall never 
act ſo mean a part as to flatter his Errors, or conſider bis Fudg- 
ment under the Charadter of Infallibility. Civility indeed is 


dne to one that bas made ſo conſiderable a Figure in the Learn- 
ed World, and that is a Quality that has never done any pre- 


judice to a good Cauſe: But no Authority upon Earth ſhall 
ever bave that Influence on me, as to induce me to decline con- 
tending for the only valuable thing in this Life, a ſure pro- 
ſpect of Immortality); or (which is the ſame thing) tamely to 
aquieſce in a falſe and treacherou: Hypotheſis, that would tempt 


our Ambition with the Old Falacy, Ye ſhall be as Gods, bat 
that really degrades our Nature, and ſinks us to a ll with. 


Beaſts that periſh; that defeats our moſt rational hepes of Hea- 
ven it ſelf, and builds upon a ſandy Foundation the entire Fa- 


Brick of that Holy Religion, the Defence of which needs.no A- 


pology, and to the Service of which I bave, with alt Hum i- 
lin, Dedyated my, moſt ſincere tho weak Eee 1 


A tz Joun. 


de- 


4 


4 | 
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JOHN v. 28, 29. 

Ver. 28. The hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 

graves ſhall hear his Voice. | 
2.9. And ſhall come forth, they that have done good, unto the re- 
ſurrection of Life, and they that have done Evil unto the reſurrecti- 

on of damnation. | 

HE occaſion of theſe Words was this: Our Bleſſed Saviour meet- 
ing with an impotent Man, who had long waited for a Cure at 
the Pool of Betheſda, compaſſionated his Caſe: Now Betheſda 
was a kind of Hoſpital at Ferujalem, famous for healing all manner of 
Di ſeaſet | F.5+v. 2,3.] by a miraculous Virtue imparted to its Waters 
by an Angel putting them into commotion a? 4 certain ſeaſon; | v. 4.] 
which is a power that notwithſtanding the bold pretences of ſome Jare in- 
cautious Writers to the contrary can never poſſibly be foly'd by Mecha- 
niſm: Our Saviour, I ſay, pitying the poor Man whoſe Cure had been pre- 
vented for many years together by other fick and infirm Perſons flepping 
down before him, [v. 7. 4.] to the firſt of whom the healing Virtue was 
confin'd, was. pleas'd to work a Miracle of another kind upon him, and 
reſtore him to his perfect Vigour by his fingle Command, It happen'd that 
this great a& of Charity was perform'd on the Sabbath-day : And there- 
fore the Evangeliſt tells us, rhe Fews ſought to kill him becauſe he had 
broke the Sabbath; | v. 9. 16.] not conſidering that a Prophet might diſ- 
penſe with ſo poſitive an Inſtirution, and that he had ſhewn by this mi- 
raculous Cure that the Son of Man was Lord of the Sabbath. Upon this 
occaſion our Saviour informs them, that he did nothing of himſelf, but 
with the Concurrence of his Father, to whom he made himſelf equal. 
ſv. 18, 19 ] If they were ſo much ſurpriz'd at the recovery of the im- 
potent Man, God would enable him ro av greater works than this, Cv. 
20.] and more worthy their Admiration, That he had the power of 
even raiſing the Dead Cv. 21, 22.] committed to him, and of judging 
them whea rais'd to Lite again; that all men ſhonld honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father. [v. 23.) From which general Aſſertion he 
deſcends to a pirticular-account of the time when he would exert this 
miraculous Power: Perily, werily, I ſay nnto you, the Hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God; and 
they that hear, ſpall live, [v. 25-] That is, he would ſhortly convince ' 
them of his divine Commiſſion, by raiſing ſome of the dead to life again; 
ſuch as Lazarut, the Ruler of the Sinagogue's Daughter, and Widow's 
Son; not to mention the bodies of the Saints that reviv'd, and attended 
the Triumphs. of his own Reſurrection, But he goes on to bigher de- 
monſtrations af his Divinity, and addreſſes himſelf to his Auditors in the 
Wores of the; Text, Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in iht grave ſhail hear his voice, and ſhall come forth, 
9 | | they 


479 
they that have dene good, unto the reſurrection of liſe; and they that 
have done evil unto the reſurrection of damnation. [v. 28, 29.] That 
is, ceaſe to wonder at the few inſtances of raiſing the dead 1 mention'd 
to you in confirmation of my Authority, for the ReſurreQion of all man- 
kind is gradually coming on the courſe of Ages; and when I have rais'd 
the world to life again, I will judge every man according to his paſt life 
and determine him to a ſtate of eternal happineſs or miſery. The latter 
part of which, the reſurrection of damnation, ſeems to have been direct- 
ed more particularly againft the opinion of the Phariſees ; who, as Jo- 
ſephus informs us, believ'd that only the Souls of good men were to be 
united again to human Bodies. An Error that has been in ſome meaſure 
tranſcrib'd by a late Learned Author, + who out of particular fondne(s 


for a darling hypotheſis, has attack'd the Catholick Doctrine of an uni- 


verſal Judgment, in oppoſition to the moſt glaring Evidence of this De- 
claration of our Saviour, as well as many other Texts of holy Scripture; 
the principle of which ſhall be vindicated from his forced and unnatural 
Interpretation of them in the following Diſcourſe, 

The Text indeed relates both to the Reſurrection and Judgment of all 


Men; but fince the latter is an immediate Conſequence of the former, 


I ſhall at preſent only infift upen the Univerſa! Judgment in this Me- 
thod. ; | 

Firſt, I hall ſhew, That the Chriſtian Revelation repceſents all Man- 
Kind as equally concern'd in a futore Judgment. 

24ly, That the Account of the Reſurrection of Damnation in the Text. 
upon the Shceme of Limited and not Univerſal judgment, as advanced 
by a late Author, is an high imputation on the Jultice and Goodneſs of 


God. 


4 


3aly, I ſhall infer from the whole, That the Doctrine of the natural 


Mortality of the Soul, the avow'd Principle of the forcmention'd Author, 


is falſe and erroneous, 


And Firft, I am to ſhew, That the Chriſtian Revelation repreſents 
all Mankind as equally concern'd in a future Judgment, 

Now ſince the truth of this Propoſition depends upon the genuine mean- 
ing of ſeveral Texts of Scripture that relate to the day of Judgment, L 
ſhall examine thoſe that are moſt confiderable, and ſhew the direct Con- 
tradiction they bear to the new Hypotheſis of a future judgment. 

I have already ſhewn from the Connexion of the Words of my Text 
with the Hiſtorical Paſſages that occafion'd them, that they expreſly aſ- 
ſert an univerfal Judgment, and that in as fall and fignificant terms as 
can poſhbly be imagin'd. For they aſſure us, that all that are in the graves 
{ball riſe again, to receive the Sentence of Life or Condemnation. 

But the Learned Author of the Epiſtolary Diſcourſe is pleas'd ro ſay, 


| { Pag. 2.0, ] that the Doctrine of a particular Judgmenr, namely, thac 


of the Auditors of our Lord, will very well anſwer to the occaſion of his 


— — — 


® Be Bell, Jud. 1,2, c. 12 


— 
— 


EE See Epiſt. Diſc. &c. | 
A3 uſing 


— 


— — 
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uſing of his Declaration: Since his Buſineſs here was only to aſſure his 
Auditors, that they ſhould riſe again to judgment; and therefore he de- 
manded their Obedience to his Laws by virtue of the Reward of everlaſt- 
ing Life, and the Penalty of Condemaation. But it would have been 
happy if that Author had conſider'd the force and tendency of our Lord's 
Diſcourſe, For he had been declaring at v. 25, that he would very ſhort- 
_ ly raiſe ſome of the dead to life again, in order to convince the incredu- 
lous Fews of his Almighty Power: And again, at ver. 28. he bids his 
Audience not to marvel at this: For the hour was coming, in the which 
all that are in the graves fall hear his voice, and ſpall come forth, That 
is, according to the Commentary of this Author, I ſaid juſt now indeed 
that ſome few ſhall be rais'd to Life again by my Power; and that you 
may not be ſurpriz'd at this, and as a ſtronger Argument of my Autho- 
rity, you too, few as you are, that are now my Auditors, ſhall rife a- 
gain, Which is palpably coincident, with what our Lord had ſaid be- 
fore, and does not carry his Authority one degree higher than at v. 25. 
even after he had rais d their expectation higher by that ſolemn and lofty 
Preface of Marvel not at this: And is conſequently a ſort of Reaſoning, 
ſo far from being worthy of a God Incarnate, that it is highly unworthy 
of a Mortal Man, bp 
Bot beſides the unnatural turn that is here given to elude a plain Reye- 
lation of our Saviour, and reduce it to meer Tautology, there is a more 
fatal Conſequence that attends this Interpretation; namely, That by the 
ſame Liberty of Criticiſm the moſt obvious Senſe of any Text of Scrip- 
ture may be Commented away, and the moſt univerſal Propoſition that 
can be fram'd be obliged to dwindle into a narrow and particular Truth. 
For the Text aſſures us, that all that are in the Graves ſhall riſe again; 
but the Author of the Epiſtolary Diſcourſe [ pag. 20.] would infer from 
thence, that only ſome that are there ſhall riſe again, by vertue of a 
tacit arbitary Limiration of that univerſal Propoſition, which is neither 
imply d in the Context nor the Nature of the thing. That it is not 
imply 'd in the Context has been already ſhewn; and that it is not in the 
nature of the Thing, is evident from the conſideration gf the Power of 
God, with regard ro which it is as eaſy to raiſe up all that are ia the 
Graves as only ſome that are. Tis true, that learned Author [pag. 19. 
20. ] produces ſome Inſtances ia Holy Scriptures of ſecmingly univerſal 
- Propolitions that receiv'd particular Limitations; bur ſince upon Exami- 


nation of thoſe ſeveral Caſes it will appear, that they were either limited 


by the Hiſtorical occaſion of them or the Nature of the things themſelves, 
they are of no ule in the preſent Caſe, which is very different from any 
one alledg'd, and therefore may fairly be diſmiſs d. 

Another Scripture that fully eſtabliſhes the Univerſality of 2 future 
jodgment, is the Argument of the Apoſtle in the Second Chapter of the 


| Epittle ro the Romans. For whereas in the firſt Chapter he tells the Ro- 


man Converts, that the Wrath of God was reveal d from Heaven, againſt 
ail nnrighteouſmeſs, CV. 18.] and at the ſame time dra vs up a large Ca- 
e talogue 


; Ine 
talogue of the Vices of the Heathen World, with 2 particular View of 
expoſing the Impiety and ill Morals of thoſe that made the greateſt Pre- 


tentions to Philoſophy :.{w. 21, 22, 24. ] In the ſecond Chapter be ſhewg 


that the ems who committed the ſame Crimes, and yet be very liberally 
cenſur d the ſinners of the Gentiles, Lv. 3.] as they call'd them, coul 


not poſſibly eſcape the Divine Vengeance; but that hey treaſar'd up pra 


againſt the day of wrath, and the Revelation of the righteous judgment 


„ God, who will render to every man according to his deeds, whether he 


Ie Jem or Gentile. Iv. 5, 6, 9, 10.] That they were equally effected with 
Rewards or Puniſhments, whether in the Peculium or our of it, fince there 
is no 'veſpe&# of Perſons with God, v. 11. ] In Confirmation of which great 


37 Truth, the Apoſtle more explicitly aſſerts, that as many as have ſinn'd 
without Law, ſhall alſo periſh without law; and as many as have ſinn'd 


in the law, ſhall be judg'd by the lam; in the day when God ſhall jadge the 
ſecrets of men by Feſus Cbriſt. [v. 12, 16.] This is the Series of the Apo- 
ſtle's Argument; and what is included between the 12th and 16th Verſes, 
juſt now quoted, is only a Parentheſis, and acknowledg'd as ſuch by the 
Learned Author with whom we are now concern d. But a very uſeſul 
Parenthefis it is, and highly ſubſervient to the Apoſtle's Argument, as it 
demonſtrates the Reaſonableneſs of God's judging the Gentile World; who 


tho they had no poſitive Law of God, were accountable for their violation 


of the Law of Nature. Lv. 14, 15.] The reſult therefore of the whole is 
this, thar the Gentiles as well as the Fews ſhall be judg'd at the great day, 
though by a different Rule. For the Apoſtle ſays, that as many as have 


inn d without law, that is, without the knowledge of the Moſaicł law, 


ſhall periſh without the law, that is, ſhall be Judg'd and Condemn'd by 
ſome other Rule than the Law of Moſes; whereas they that have finned 
under the Moſaick Oeconomy, ſhall be judg'd by the Tenour of chat Law. 
This is ſo very plain and obvious, that the only Shadow of an Objection that 
our Learned Author infinuares f againſt this Interpretation, is the varia» 
tion of the Phraſe z namely, that the Gentile Sinners are ſaid to periſh with- 
out Law, and the Jews to be Fudg'd by the Eav; and therefore poſſibly by 
the word Periſh may be underſtood to ceaſe to be. But upon RecolleRion 
of the uſual Senſe of the words Periſhing, Deſtruction, and Death, in 
the Holy Scriptures,. { p. 143.] as they fignifie the ſevereſt poſitive Pu- 
niſhments and not a total extinction ; that Author is pleaſed to allow, | p. 
144 that the Words in the Text cited will bear the largeſt Senſe of Pu- 
niſhmeat,and not neceſſarily imply annihiliation: which is in effect to con- 
tradict himſelf, and give up his Cauſe, in a matter where the force of the 
Apoſtle's Argument requires that the Word Periſh ſhould be underſtood 
in the Senſe of Puniſhment ; ſince it is in the day of Judgment that the Gen- 
tiles are ſaid to periſh, as compared with the Jews, who are ſaid to be judg d 
at the ſame time though by a different Rule. N 
But to palliate an Interpretation ſo very torc'd and extravagant as is 

* Ste Epiſt, Diſc. pag. 143 t See Epiſt. Diſe. p. 142 
| A 4 hers 
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here put upon St. Paul's Account of the Gentiles, and at the ſame time to 
reconcile this Hypotheſis with the expreſs Aſſurance of our Lord, that the 
Gentile World ſhall appear at the great Tribunal, when he declares that ic 
ſhall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of Judgment than 
for Capernaum | Mat. c.11.] v. 24. J that rejefted the Goſpel, the 
Learned Author is pleas d to grant,“ that human Souls, though actu- 
ally Mortal, may probably perſeyere in being till the day of Judgment. 
But to omit at preſeat the Conſideration of the Paradox of actually Mor- 
tal Souls ſurviving the Body for a determinate Period; with what defign 
are the Sodomites and others to appear at the Day of judgment? accord- 
ing to the ſurprizing Commentary of our Author, they are to appear be- 
fore the Juoge of the World, | pag. 148. ] without being judg'd themſelves, 
tho? guilty of the moſt monſtrous Crimes; and are only concern d in the 
Retroſpective part of the Day, for vindicating the Divine Providence in 
relation to what had been tranſacted by it formerly: [ p. 148.] As if the 
ſcveral Ages of the World, ever ſince the Deſtruction of Sodom and Go - 
morrah, had not unanimouſly applauded the Divine Juſtice for interpoſing 
in ſo miraculous a Puniſhment of ſuch black and horrid Vices. But that 
the Sodomites, and other Gentile Sinners, mention'd by our Saviour, will 
appear at the great Tribunal, in order to be farther punifh'd, is very evi- 
dent from our Lord's declaring that it ſhall be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom, than for Capernaum, in the day of judgment, For the very 
words more tolerable plainly evince that there is ſomething to be born or 
endur'd by both of chem, which admits ofa Degree of Compariſon; which 
can be nothing elſe but future Puniſhment in proportion to the henious 
Circumſtances and Aggravations of their reſpective Crimes. For upon ſup- 
poſirion the Sodomites were to appear only to vindicate the Juſtice of Pro- 
vidence in deſtroying them by Fire from Heaven, and inſtead of receiving 
any new Arrears of Puniſhment to be immediately Annihilated, or natu- 
rally to ceaſe to be, as our Author imagines, they would be ſo far from 
bearing any thing fit to be in any degree compar'd with the eternal poſi- 
tive Puniſhments of the Capernaites, that the one might be properly 
ſaid 10 eſcape all Puniſhment by Non- exiſtence and the other to endure 
the ſevereſt that can be inflited by an angry God throughout all eternity. 
And therefore the one ceafing to be by what is ia effect an act of Mercy, 
and the other ſuffering for ever the Divine Vengeance, tis impoſſible that 
in any Propriety of Speech, it ſhould be ſaid to be more tolerable for the 
one than the other at the day of Judgment. And conſequently our Au- 
thor's Retroſpective Interpretation of this place is falſe and erroneous, 
As to what this learned Gentleman is pleas'd to advance on this occa- 
fion, + Thar it is unintelligible, how the Caſe of theſe Heathens can be 
more tolerable at the day of Fudgment, than that of thoſe who rejected 
our Saviour's Doctrine, tho they ſaw it eſtabliſhed by his own undeniable 
Miracles; in the Heathens, beſides their former famous Puniſhment, were 


— — 


See Epift. Diſc, lag. 147 + See Epiſt, Diſc, pag, 148 
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fo undergo new Artars that would be Eternal: tis very eaſie to give # 
plain anſwer to an, objeQion ſo unworthy of its Author. Since, if the 
Torments of the Damn'd admit of great variety, and ſome fink deeper 
into the loweſt Hell than others in proportion to their ſeveral Crimes 
© (as our Author upon RecolleRion will Scarce deny ; ) then, tho' the Pu- 
S$niſhment of theſe Criminal Heathens and Capernaites ſhould be ſuppos d 
equally Eternal, yet it is eaſily intelligible, how the Torments of the one 
may be leſs in Degree than thoſe of the other, and their Remorſe and An- 
| guiſh leſs furious, tho” of equal Duration. Aſter all this, I hope the Cri- 
tical Diſpute between Dr. Hammond and this Learned Author, about 
the meaning of St. Jude, (Ep, v. 7.) when he aſſerts that the Sodomites 
and their Neighbouring Sinners ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal fire, is 
very ſuperfluous, and does no way affect the preſent Controverſy , Since 
tho theſe Words ſhould be thought equally capable of both Senſes, either 
of everlaſting Deſtruction of thoſe Cities by Fire from Heaven, or of the 
actual Condemnation of their Inhabitants to the Flames of Hell (with- 
out pretending nicely to fix the meaning of a Paſſage of ſo ambiguous a 
fignification; unleſs it be ſaid, that it probably refers to both, to the one 
as an Emblem of the other;) yet, however that be, it has been ſuffici- 
eutly prov'd by our Lord's Authority, that the Sodomites will have their 
ſhare of Puniſhment at the great day of Retribution, tho? inferior to 
and more tolerable than the Damnation of the Capernaites, who deſpi- 
ſed the Goſpel though our Saviour himſelf was the Preacher of it to them, 
and continued obdurate and impenitent in oppoſition to all his mighty 
Wor ks, : 

But the Author of the Epiſtolary Diſcourſe t is pleas d to inſiſt upon 
the Deſcription of our Saviour's Proceedings at the Day of judgment, 
recorded in the 25th Chapter of St, Matthew's Goſpel, as very favourable 
to his Opinion; fince it does not appear from thence that the Gentile 
World, who never heard of the Goſpel, ſhall be concern'd in the gene- 
ral Judgment. *Tis confeſs'd indeed, that Form ſeems more peculiarly 
adapted to the State of thoſe who had heard of the Revelation of the 
Goſpel, fince in it our Lord interprets all the Charitable Offices done to 
his poor afflicted Brethren as done to himſelf; which Bretbreo, tis true, 
ſeem rather to be his Church, as diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the World, 
than good and virtuous Men of all Ages and Nations that never heard of 
Chriſtianity, But making this Conceſſion to that Author, ir by no means 
follows that his Opinion is true, unleſs he can prove this form of Pro- 
ceeding ar the great day to be ſo full and adequate, as to exclude all 
other forms of Judging the World. This indeed he attempts to do by 
= reaſoning thus: If Perſons that never heard of the Goſpel are to be then 
= Judged it muſt be by another form, which cannot be known, and there- 
ore ought not to be believed, till it can be proved from the Scriptures. 
3 (pag. ) But that this is a week and precarious Chain of Reaſoning is very 
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Scriptures aſſure us, that all that are in their Graves, that is (as bay 


} 
been prov'd,) all Mankind, ſhall be Judg'd at the great day; if the ſame 
Holy Oracles inform us, that God will proportionably render to Jen 
and Gentile according to t hein Deeds; [ Rom. 2. 6, 7, 9, 10. ] I ſay, 
if a true Account has been given of theſe and other Texts of Scripture 
in the preceeding part of this Diſcourſe, it by no means follows, that 
| becauſe God has not indulg'd our Curioſity ſo far, as to reveal the 
very expreſs form of his Proceeding with the Heathen World at the day 
of judgment, that therefore we are not oblig'd to believe him when 
he declares: he will Fudge the World in Righteouſneſs, (Acts 17. 31.) 
and that all the Repoſi ories of the Dead 'ſhall be empried, and the Sea, Wi 


Death and the Grave ſhall deliver up the Inhabitants to be judg d every 
Man according to their Works, (Rev. 20.13.) It was not neceſſary that 
we ſhould be admitted into that particular Secret of his Providence, tho 


matter that we are no way intereſted in; fiance even our Lord's De- 


ſcription of his judgment of thoſe that call themſelves by his Name is | 
rather an impei fect Eſſay, than an exact and minute Account of that | 


great Tranſaction: For tho? Charity, which is the only thing there 


conſider'd, is a very comprehenfive Duty, and takes in all our Obliga- | 


tions to our Neighbour, yet the Duties you owe to God are only to 
be found there conſequentially, and not the leaſt mention made ot the 
Duties we owe to our ſelves; tho* theſe make a very ſignificant Figure 
in the great Diſtribution of Duty, and tho' parallel places of Scripture 
aſſure us that we ſhall be condemn'd for our Omiſſion of them. 
Having thus Examined the principal Texts of Scripture that aſſert 
an univerſal Judgment, and having cndeavour'd to vindicate their true 


and genuine meaning from the uncatholick Gloſſes of a late Learned 


Writer, it would be caſy to purſue his Method of producing his Au- 
thorities of 'the Fathers, who are very unanimous in favour of an u- 
niverſal Judgment, and to make on this Occaſion à pompous ſhew of 
equally rumerous, but more clear and pertinent, Quotations of the very 


fame Writers that are cited by him, It would not be difficult like- | 


wile to evince that this Author, ſo very converſant in Eccleſiaſtical An- 
tiquity, has egregiouſly miſtaken the Senſe of the Fathers that he has 
quoted in favour of this Hypothefis: Who indeed deny ſuch an im- 
mortality to Human Souls as is founded in an abſolute neceſſity of 
Nature, and is peculiar to God alone; (1 Tim. 6. 16.) but cannot be 
forc'd, even by this Author's Importunity, to deny that the Soul will 
ſubſiſt tor ever by thoſe Powers that were deriv'd from the A 

| 0 


evident, ſince tho the partieular form of ſudging ſuch Perſons ſhould 
be ſuppos'd unknown, and not recorded the Sacred Writings, tis no 
juſt inference from thence that it ought not to be believed. For if the 


4 


he has acquainred us at large with his Conduct towards Mankind in the 
Conſummat ion of all things. And indeed 'tis highly unreaſonable to 
expect a particular form of his judging thoſe that never heard of Chriſti- | 
| anity, in ſo ſhort a Hiſtory as that”of the Goſpel, and eſpecially in a 
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ould.,r Nature at its Creation, which. is what we call Natural Immortality: 
bout tho? it is conteſs'd, that the Conſent. of the Ancient Fathers of the 
the Chriſtian Church is the beſt Commentary on the dubious and obſcure 
bai raſſages of Holy Scripture, tho' thoſe early Writers are not only un- 
umeBWxceptionable Witneſſes of matters of Fact, but faithful Tranſmitters 
fen of the Catholick Doctrines of the Church, as founded on the Word of 
[ay od, when they are Unanimous in their Declaration of them; yet Gnce 
ureſhhthe fore-mention'd Colledions of their Authorities, in both Caſes, are 
hat not very proper tor the Fulpit, and are indeed inconſiſtent with the Li- 
thezmits of a Diſcourſe of this Nature, I ſhall at preſent omit a Diſcuſſion 
day of their Authorities; and eſpecially ſince that Learned Author will ſcarce 
nen deny that the Fathers aſſert an Univerſal Judgment, and fince a particu- 
1.) Jar Explication of thoſe Paſſages of the Fathers that are quoted by him 
ea, in fayour of the Natural Mortality of the Soul, is Superceded, hy what 
Chas been already Publiſhed on that occaſion, and by an accurate Exami- 
at WF nation of all choſe Paſſages by a Learned Hand, that will ſhortly be com- 
10 WF municated to the World. | 1 ad. 

he l cherefore proceed to ſhew in the Second Place, that the account of 
to the Reſurre tion of Damnation in the Text, upon the Scheme of a Limi- 
i- ted and not Univerſal judgment, as advanc'd by a late Author, is an 
| 2 BY high Imputation on the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God. 

es | Since the time will not permit me to enlarge on the many pernici- 
is ous Conſequences that flow from the Denial of an Univerſal Judgment, 
at 1 ſhall only at preſent ſingle out one of them that reflects the high- 
re eſt upon the Conduct of God Almighty. As the Learned Author of the 
a- WF the Epiſtolary Diſcourſe is pleas d to deny Immortality to all thoſe that 
o never heard of the Goſpel, he has been Conſider d and Anſwer'd in 
le the Series of this Diſcourſe. But ſince he aſſigns the Spirit receiv'd in 
Baptiſm as the ſole Principle of Immortality in the Chriſtian World. 
and ſince it ſounds harſhly to Immortalize Wicked and Impenitent 
Chriſtians by that Spirit which they are neceſſarily ſuppos'd to want 


t be is oblig'd to confeſs this Defect of his Syſtem, and to grant, that 
e if they are to ſuffer Eternal Puniſhment (as the Scriptures aſſert) “ they 
d muſt be Immortaliz d to Puniſhment pretergaturally, by the bare will 
- and pleaſure of God. Now not to Criticiſe too ſeverely upon this 
: ſhifring of Sences in his Hypotheſis, I mean the groſs inconſiſtency 
f of this Evaſion with his great immortalizing Principle; that this is a 
7 Doctrine that gives us the moſt Tyrandical Idea of the beſt of Beings, , 
. and is irreconcileable with all thoſe Laws of Juſtice by which the De- 
- MX ity it ſelf is neceſſarily oblig'd to Ad, I ſhall thus endeavour to evince. 
3 RY Tis agrecd upon by all but the rigid Patrons of abſolute Reprobation, 


that it would be unjuſt in God to create a Being only with Deſign to 
» 4 1 it, and make it miſerable. And if we conſider. the matter 
& Impartially, we ſhall find the Caſe propos d to be the very ſame, or 
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ſo extreamly like it, that the Character of the one, muſt neceſſarily 
belong to the other, For let us ſuppoſe, as our Author pretends,| 
That the Soul of Man is Naturally Mortal; it muſt then either actually 
die with the Body, or Survive it for ſome determinate Period. If it 
actually dies with the Body, and were to be reftor'd to Life again in 
order to be Puniſh'd, tis evident it would be a new Soul, more pro- 
perly ſaid to be Created than Reſtor'd; ſince the Soul not confiſting 
of Parts to be reunited upon Diſſolution, when once it is perfectly ex- 
tiact, it's extin& for ever, And conſequenrly if it were Reſtor d to 
Eife in order to be Puniſh'd, it would be Created only for Puniſh- 
ment; which is the very Caſe which was juſt now branded with In-] 
juſtice, But let us ſuppoſe with the Learned Author, * that the Soul 
ſurvives the Body for ſome Determinate Period, and with him con- 
ceive roo, that it has ſuffer d Puniſhment during that Period, and 

that the very Moment of its natural ExtinRion is juſt approaching ; 
*tis certain then, that it has ſuffer'd all the Puniſhment that is due 
to it, ſince its Puniſhment is neceſſarily bounden by its Mortal Ca- 
pacity, It cannot poſſibly ſuffer more, by the Limited Condition of 
irs Nature, If therefore we then imagine, that the Creator by his 
Almighty Power preſerves in Being this Periſhing Soul, and adds far- 
ther Duration to it, in order to inflict farther Puniſhment upon it, the 
Soul which is miraculouſly preſerv'd from Natural Extinction has to 
all intents and purpoſes whar is equivolent to New Being, and New 
Puniſhment arbitrarily aſſigu'd it. And conſequently the Soul has Du- 
ration given it, only to be ſenſible of Miſery ; Which is the ſame thing 
as to be brought into Being, only to be Miſerable. An abſur'd pofition 
and highly unworthy of the Jaſtice and Goodneſs of God; and eſ- 
pecially when we conſider, that the additional Duration and Puniſh« 
ment are Eternal. 

If it be faid that there is ſome deſparity in the Caſes propcs'd, the 
one ſuppofiag the miſerable Soul to be Innocent, and the other to 
be Criminal and retain a Conſciouſneſs of paſt Offences: To this it 
may be reply'd, That the Criminal Soul having ſuſſer'd all the Paniſh. 
ment that the Mortality of its Nature admitted of, and therefore all 
that was due to it, it muſt be confider'd as having a Right to be no 
longer Puniſh'd for its former Iniquities, the guilt of which was 
contracted upon the Suppofition of its own Mortality, And there- 
fore if new Duration ſhould be added to the former that is ſuppos'd 
to be exhauſted, and the Conſciouſneſs of paſt Crimes be continu'd, 
it muſt be confeſs'd to be Arbitrary and Unjuſt; fince that very Con- 
ſciouſneſs is a conſiderable part of the new. additional Puniſhment 
from which it had a natural Right ro be exempted. Since there- 
fore ſuch an Arbitrary way of Procceding can never be aſcrib'd to 
a Juſt and Good God, it neceſſarily follows that the Soul of Man is 


o 
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aturally Immortal. For if God has threaten'd Eternal Puniſhment 
o Impenitent Sinners, (Mat, 25. 46 ) and this Threatning cannot 
ſtly be perform'd upon ſuppofition of the Natural Mortality of the 


zoul; it remains, that as certainly as God will perform this Threat- 


ing, the Soul is Naturally Immortal, that ſo it may be capable of { 
oftly ſuffering the threatned Eternal Puniſhment, And upon ſuppoſition 


pf our natural Immortality, the eternal Puniſhment of a wicked Soul is 
more eaſily accounted for; it being nothing elſe but a neceſſary Con- 


equence of its own Immortal Nature, confider'd as habitually de- 
prav'd by Sin, irrecoverably abandon'd to the love of Evil, and 


object to the Puniſhment” that attends it; which muſt therefore ne- 


eſſarily be Immorta), fince the Subject of that Puniſhment is ſo, 

I will not here diſſemble an Objection which may be offer'd to 
eaken the force of the preſent Argument, and which ſeems indeed 
o be hinted at by the Learned Author. namely, why. it is not 
as juſt for God to Immortalize to Puniſhment a naturally Mortal 
Soul, as a naturally mortal Body; which he will do in the Puniſh- 
ment of the Damn'd by the Confeſſion of all Parties? But to this it 


may be Reply'd, That Immortalizing a naturally Mortal Body is en- 


tirely upou the account of the immortal Soul, to which ic will. be 
reunited, fince the body of it {elf has no Senſe of Perception; and 
therefore it is to be confider'd as neceſſarily to be made Immortal, 
ſiace it is the Organ of a Soul of endleſs Duration, to which it ought 
to be as properly demanded, why God thought fit at firſt to make 
Compound of two ſuch diſagreeing Principles as Soul and Body, as while 
he continues in being the Body as part of the Compoſition, throughout 
the whole Duration of the Immortal Soul, to which in the Caſe pro- 
pos'd, it is only ſubſervient in its Senſations of Pain and Miſery. 

[ ſhould abuſe your Patience equally with this Author, if I attempt- 
ed an elaborate Confuration of the only Plea he offers, to ſoften the 
Impuration of Injuſtice in perpetuating Human Nature for Puniſh- 
ment; namely, That the Devil having been firſt declar'd a Publick E- 
* nemy when the Goſpel began to be Promulged, all Perſons after that 
Declaration would be confider'd as his Aſſociates, and Puniſh'd with 
* him for ever, who ſhould refuſe to joyn themſelves with the Chriſtian 
Church, a Sociery eſtabliſh'd in oppoſition to him. And conſequently 
© the Immorralizing Impertinent Sinners to the Devil's Eternal Puniſh- 
ment would become juſt from that time, tho' it ſhou'd be acknowledg'd 
© to have beea unjuſt before. Bur not to examine this range Aſſerti- 
on more particularly, tis ſufficient at prefent to obſerve that this Plea 
is built upon a week Foundation; it being notorious that the Devil was 
declar'd the Enemy of Mankind upon the fall of our firſt Parents, in 
the Curſe of the Serpent, the immediate Inſtrument of the Devil in 
ſeducing them. (Gen c. 3. v. 14; 15,) And it is as Evident that the 
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Devil was not proclaim'd their Enemy only with regard to temporal 
ſelicity (as our Author would ſuggeſt) “ ſince a Spiritual Meſſias, the 
great Reſtorer' of Mankind, was promis'd upon the fall in that 
gracious Declaration, that Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head; according to the Interpretation of this illuſtrious Prophecy, by 
the ancient Jewiſh Synagogue, =» DE TP 

Having thus in an eminent inſtance ſhewn the Abfurdity of denying 
an Univerſal Fundgment, I hope I may be allow'd in the e 

Third and laſt place to infer from the whole, That the Doctrine of 
the Mortality of the Soul, as advanc'd by a late Author, is ſupported by 
no good Authority of ſufficient Evidence. For if, to Recapitulate the 
whole, it has been prov'd, That the Gentiles ſhall be Judg'd at the laſt 
Day as well as the Chriſtians, thoſe that are ſuppos d not to have the 


Immortalizing Principle no leſs than thoſe that are ſuppos d to have it, 


if the former (ball be Eternally Rewarded or Puniſh'd as well as the lat- 


ter, and if it be unworthy of the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God to immor- 
talize Souls to Eternal Paniſhment that are ſuppos'd to be naturallyß 
Mortal; from theſe Principles folly eftabliſh'd it is a firm and neceſſary” 
Inference, that the Diſtinction of Soul and Spirit, aſſigned by a lare 
Learned Author, is entirely groundleſs; and that the Doctrine of the 
Natural Mortality of the Soul, as the Reſult of that Diſtinction, is not 


only falſe and erroneous but of pernicious conſequence to the Chriſtian 


Revelation, ro which it is ſo flat a Contradiction. Of pernicious con- 
ſequence I ſay ; for though this New Theory of Human Souls may not 


appear extreamly dangerous, ſince the immortality of the Soul, in the 
Chriſtian World, is equally aſſerted in it, tho? differently accounted 
for; yet if we conſider, whar a bold and daring Attempt is made to un- 
dermine the Natural and Solid Foundation of our Immortality, withour 
being able to ſubſtitute in its room any other than a groundleſs and pre- 
carious Hypotheſis of it, that is neither conſiſtent with the Scriptures 


Reaſon, or indeed it ſelf; without the Spirit of Prophecy tis eaſy to 
forerel what Application will be made of it in ſuch an Age as this, and 


that the Libertines are the only Perſons that are gratify'd (tho? againſt 
the Intention of the Author) by this unhappy Performance, 

I ſpeak not this with Deſign to infult the Errors of a Perſon of fo 
eſtabliſſi'd a Character as that of the Author of the Epiſt. Diſc tho'l 
confeſs not without a juſt Indjgnation, to ſee ſo many repeated Wounds 
given to the moſt Vital Parts of Religion, the moſt Fundamental Do- 
ctr ines in a ſtate of Nature as well as under the Chriſtian Revelation; not 
indeed by the Infamous hand of the Author of Chriſtianity not Myſteri-. 


ous, or any of rhe De ſpicable or Unbelieving Tribe, but (what may juſt- 


ly demand our Tears) by a Per ſon that has long been Celebrated for 


Piety and Learning: Two excellent things indeed, but that ſeem at pre- 
fent to have entrcd into an odd Conſpiracy againſt themſelves, and to 
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have betray d their greateſt Intereſts under che ſpecious ſhew of Diffu- 
ſed Search into Antiquity and an uncommon Sanctity. But Miſtakes of 
ſo high a Nature as have been committed about the important Subject 
of this Diſcourſe; (a) about the certainty of the Cannon of Scripture, 
the great Foundation of our Faith; (5) about reducing to an inconſi- 
derable Number the noble Army of Primitive Martyrs, (e) and aſſign- 
ing and trifling Reaſons for their Martyrdom, (4) an Argument that 
has always been conſider d as one of the greateſt Confirmarions of the 
Chriftian Religion; together with forme dangerous Conceſſions about 
Epiſcopacy, (h in which the deſperate Cauſe of the new Schiſm has 
engag'd this Eearned Author, who had formerly done ſack eminent Ser- 
vice againſt the Old one; theſe Miſtakes, I ſay, in points ſo Funda- 
mental, oblige us to confeſs, that ſometimes the Errors of Pious Men 
are capable of doing greater Diſſervice to Religion, than the moſt furi- 
ons Attacks of the inveterate Enemies of common Chriſtianity, Silence 
upon fo Critical an occafion, is a falſe regard to ſuperiour Learning, 
and might probably extort another ſet of Compliments equally invi- 
dious with thoſe, * that have been already given to this Learned Au- 
thor by the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Infidel of the preſent Age. 

If it be ſaid by way of Apology, that this unhappy Error about the 
Immortality of the Soul has been occaſion'd, as well as ſome others of 
the ſame Author, by extraordinary Zeal for promoting the Honour of 
Epiſcopaey; it - muſt be confe(s'd,-thar this is a Cauſe worthy of our 
Zeal but to be defended by juſt and proper Methods, and to be ſettled 
upon its only firm and Jaſting baſis of Apoſtolical and (which is the ſame 
thing) Divine Authority, the Word of God, as it is interpreted by the 
beſt and moſt genuine Comment of Primitive Antiquity and Univerſal 
practice of the Church. When Prejudices are laid aſide, that excellent 
form of Government wants no other Arts to recommend it to the Ap- 
probation of the World; but its Triumphs can never be founded on the 
Ruins of the moſt Important Articles of Religion. 

I am ſenſible I have derain'd you fo long already, that tho* the Sub- 
ject is very fruitful of Inferences, I ſhall only add upon this occaſion, 
that being conſcious to our ſelves of the great Weakneſs and many In- 
firmities of Human Nature, we ſhould in a very particular manner cul- 
tivate Humility, not only as it is a Chriſtian Grace, but as one of the 
beſt Methods of removing Prejudices and arriving at Truth: And at 
the ſame time the frequent Lapſes and Miſtakes of others, tho* of the 
moſt exalted Character, ſhould inſtruct us in the Reaſonableneſs of our 
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(a) Vid. Diſſentat. 1. in Ireneum. F. 38, 39, &c. 

(6) Had. Diſſort. Cyprian, XI. I 2, 3, 5, &c. 

(c) Vid. Ruinarti Prefat. in Acta Martyr, Par. 1689, 4to. 
(4) Vid. Diff. Cypr. XII. § 2, 6, 9, 10, 27, &c. 

(e) Vid. Paren de Schiſm, Anglic. 8 13, 14, 23, &c. 
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Lord's Command to Call mw Man Mefler upon Earth (Matt. 23. 8, 5 
10.) that is, not to ſubmit implicitely to the Magiſterial DiQates of. fal- 
lible Men, but firmly to adhere to the Doctrines of that one great Ma- 
ſter, who is in Heaven, But above all, fince every Adios of ours in 
this ſhort Scene of Life is of that Importance, as to extend it ſelf in its 
Conſequences to Eternity, we ought to have the laſt Trumpet perpe- 
tually Sounding in our Ears, ro engage us effeQually to remember that 
| the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation hath appear'd to all Men, 

teaching us that denying ungodlineſi and worldly Infls, we ſhould line 

ſoberly, righteouſly, and Goalily in this preſent World ; looking for that 

bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of that great God and our Savi- 

our Feſus Chriſt; (Tit. 2. 11, 12, 1 3.) To whom with the Father and 

the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory now and for ever. Auen. 


